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CONSTRAINTS
I decided to draw a creature each day for 20 minutes.

Each of these creatures has to be distinctly different. They 

are to live, interact with, or consist of an object nearby. I must 

draw all of these creatures in my sketchbook and label them 

with commentary on their personality and habits (red). 

I tried to push my personal boundaries by allowing the objects 

around me dictate the form these creatures were able to use 

instead of using the animal body types I am comfortable 

with drawing. Insisting that I f lesh out the personality of 

each creature with multiple drawings and additional notes 

meant that I had to make myself comfortable with a product 

that wasn’t as polished as I would usually expect to put in my 

sketchbook. The commentary requirement made me think 

more about what ways I could inject whimsy into this work and 

have these creatures seem like they could genuinely interact 

with the wold that I am in along with each other.



01  PAPER SPRITES



02  FISH SPIRITS



03  LIGHTNING WYRM



04  MOUTHBREATHER



05  SLIP SEAT SHELL  
      TURTLE



06  PIXIE FLY



07  POLE WEASEL



08  WALL MONITOR



09  ARMORED  
      JELLYFISH



10  KILLER LEGS



APPLICATION
My favorite part of my making process was drawing to 

f lesh out the personality of each creature. With each page, I 

established a general view before sketching a few action poses. 

Although the general view was very helpful, the action poses 

and the ensuing notes were what gave these constructs life.

I discovered that the objects I worked from were associated 

in some way or another with waste, whether it was litter or 

pollution. When ruminating on these creature manifestations, 

I began to see many parallels between the wanton destruction 

of inanimate waste and animal populations. Even now I 

stumble upon new underlying ideas, such as that of respecting 

and treasuring  inanimate objects as if they were alive.

The primary application I chose was a field guide zine, 

which could exist in areas where the fictional creatures I 

created could live. I created three paragraph descriptions for 

each creature from scratch and drafted more refined drawings 

to represent them. Although this field guide might not seem 

to directly affect the audience, it does make them think in 

a “what if” sort of way and takes heavily from the ideas of 

speculative design.
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ARMORED JELLYFISH
Often found contained within air conditioning systems, 

mouthbreathers inhale warm air through the tubes on its 

head and exhale cooler air through their gaping mouths. 

They gain the bulk of their nutrients through food particles 

in the air they inhale. In the event where their mouths must 

be closed, some mouth breathers can breathe through their 

skin. Due to the terrible state of most inner-city air, many 

air conditioning units have filters so that the mouthbreather 

doesn’t suffocate.

FISH SPIRITS
Often found contained within air conditioning systems, 

mouthbreathers inhale warm air through the tubes on its 

head and exhale cooler air through their gaping mouths. 

They gain the bulk of their nutrients through food particles 

in the air they inhale. In the event where their mouths must 

be closed, some mouth breathers can breathe through their 

skin. Due to the terrible state of most inner-city air, many 

air conditioning units have filters so that the mouthbreather 

doesn’t suffocate.Mouthbreathers come in all shapes and 

sizes, but the Arctic variety is the most sought after since 
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ARMORED JELLYFISH
An artifact of the Late Devonian Period, the 
armored jellyfish is a clever and vicious predator. 
The few records we have of this fantastic beast 
come from the remains of their armor and their 
favorite prey, great white sharks. No human has 
ever witnessed an armored jellyfish in the full 
vigor of life and survived to tell the tale.

Every once in a while their husks will wash ashore. 
These are quickly harvested and cleaned for use 
as sturdy bar stools. Many stool manufacturing 
companies will beg to differ, lobbying to keep the 
armored jellyfish from ever being recognized as 
an animal.

There has recently been a huge influx of armored 
jellyfish husks due to waning shark populations 
and the destruction of reefs.
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REFLECTION In the beginning of this project, I was in the throes of 

something I love with all of my heart: drawing imaginary 

beings. When I was asked what I overcame in the ten days 

of creativity I was very confused. I felt ashamed that I 

didn’t make myself uncomfortable but at the same time I 

was overjoyed to share my passion with my classmates. My 

conflicting feeling didn’t bother me too much, as I  knew the 

real challenge would come with the application.

All of the creatures I drafted in the first ten days all shared 

a core commonality in tone and message.  In fact, as I had 

mentioned earlier, I was able to find deeper meanings in each 

creature while I searched for the form of my application. 

Each strange manifestation was crafted in an attempt to 

instill mystique and wonder into everyday objects. Ultimately, 

Creature Constructs urges for mindfulness of the mundane, 

along with respect for the objects around you.

I have been motivated to make images to realize my wild 

imagination since I could pick up a pencil. When drawings 

don’t match my standards, I must realize how much more I 

have to learn while believing that I can improve.



TH A NK YOU!


